
Declaration Draft 
 

Attached is a document not unfamiliar to you.  It is the United States Declaration of 
Independence.  Assigned by John Hancock to the “Committee of Five” to be written 
during the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia in 1776.  What is different 
about what is attached here is that this copy, consisting of 4 pages, is written in 
Thomas Jefferson’s own hand and contains the edits and suggestions of Benjamin 
Franklin and John Adams, in their own handwriting.  With this minimal and gentle 
editing by Franklin and Adams, the final copy was made by Jefferson and that is 
what was read to Congress for their approval. 
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